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Lesson Fifteen: Why Do You Not Use Instruments?    

 

Textual Questions 

I. Today’s question begins our 3rd kind of question we’ll be considering this quarter. We’ve looked at “big” 

questions, and cultural questions – today we look at textual questions.  

A. We’re calling these questions textual because the questions are more likely influenced by the Bible (what 

someone has read, what someone has heard taught, etc.)  

B. The textual based questions are positive because we’re talking about the text. It is likely that someone 

asking a question based on the text believes the Bible to be God’s word – starting with a good foundation 

as you work towards the answer  

C. The difficulty with textual questions is that they may come from something a person has read, been taught, 

or heard from a sermon. Sometimes unlearning something (realizing I don’t have a right understanding of 

something) can be harder than teaching someone the truth for the first time.  

D. As with all questions before – when we are providing an answer, it needs to be what the Bible teaches – 

not my say so (or what the “church believes”). Do your homework. Come prepared. Give evidence for the 

truth.  

 

Instruments in Worship?  

I. This question is one that has been at the forefront of debates and discussions for a long time. It is, perhaps, the 

most discussed question about this congregation. “Why do you not use instruments?”  

A. This question comes from our coworkers and friends who may think it is strange/odd that this congregation 

does not use instruments in worship. Most (majority) of churches do.  

B. Some wonder – is it such a big deal? Why does it matter? It’s worship to God. It’s directed to Him. Why 

does it matter if one uses an instrument or not?  

1. The answer to which is the principle found in 1 SA 15:22 – to obey is better than sacrifice – spoken 

to Saul who disobeyed killing all the sheep of the Amalekites to “worship” God.  

2. Leviticus 10:1-3 also remind us that God is to be respected, treated as holy, and cares about His 

worship.  

3. The worship we are to offer Christ is to be according to truth (Jn. 4:24).  

C. Some have honestly never considered if it’s wrong or right and are curious why we worship the way we do.  

 

II. Before we begin there are 2 important principles to remember in a study like this:  

A. Col. 3:17 – whatever we do, we are to do so in the name of Jesus This means, we do so by His authority or 

permission. We want our worship/offering to be pleasing to God (1 PET 2:5) 

B. Revelation 22:18-19 – we are not to add to the words of Christ. Our role to is to obey.  
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Instruments Use in OT Worship 

I. Hebrews 9:1 – “Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary…”. 

God was not silent about the use of instruments in OT worship. They were commanded by God:  

A. Moses was given specific instructions regarding the use of the trumpet, including even how it was to be 

made (Num. 10). The trumpet would summon people to the Tabernacle (v. 1-3), or summon only the leaders 

(v. 4), used as an alarm or for when the people were to move out (v. 5-6).  

1. Only the priests, the sons of Aaron were given the right to blow the trumpets (v. 8).  

2. These trumpets were used to sound an alarm for battle (v. 9) and for the appointed feasts (v. 10).  

3. God regulated the instrument – how many were used, who used them, and the occasion for their use.  

 

B. Instruments were commanded during the time of David and the temple.  

1. There were specific instructions about what instruments, who would play them, when and where they 

would be played.  

2. These were not self-appointed decisions. They were given by the command of God (2 Chron. 

29:25).  

3. David appointed singers and musicians as directed by God in the details of the pattern given him (1 

Chron. 16:1-6; 23:1-5) 

a. The temple pattern was very detailed (1 Chron. 28:11-13). In all of this, David stated that it 

was the Lord who prepared/directed/commanded these things (v. 19).  

b. Notice the connection to instruments during the time of Hezekiah’s reform (2 Chron. 29:25-28). 

The command of David was the command of God. David’s directions/orders were 

directions/orders originally given by God.  

 

C. One major place we read of instruments being used is in the psalms.  

1. Psalm 150 is a good example, listing several different instruments used in praise to God.  

2. It should be noted that only 25 psalms mention instruments (16.7%).  

3. There are some psalms which mention singing (no instruments) (see Ps. 119:171-172; 63:3). This is 

important – instruments were specifically designated by God (which instruments).  

4. There are 112 allusions from 97 different Psalms in the NT, but not once is instrumental music 

referenced.  

 

Instruments Use in NT Worship 

II. When we turn to the NT worship and look for how the NT church worshipped, we see no mentioning of 

instruments.  

A. There are no commands to use instruments – as there were in the OT. There are no examples of Christians 

using instruments – as there were in the OT. The only words we have, in terms of songs of praise, is the 

word sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 13:15; 1 Cor. 14:15).  
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B. “…in light of the widespread use of instrumental music in Judaism prior to the fall of Jerusalem, the silence 

of the NT on its use is the more deafening.”  

1. Did God inadvertently leave out instruments, or did He intend to leave them out?  

2. Do we have a right to assume it given that God is in control of His worship, God was so specific 

about the min the law, and we can find no indication He wants them in the church now? 

3. The only instruction we have on NT worship is the NT. We are under the law of Christ (Gal. 6:1). 

Christ as all authority, and Christ has not authorized instrumental music.  

C. Some point to Jesus’ example in Matt. 26:30 and Mark 14:26 as an example for His future followers who 

would assemble to worship/commune with Him in the new covenant”  

1. They sang a hymn. They offered prayers. They partook of the Lord’s Supper.  

 

D. Worship under the Old Testament was under God’s divine authority. The use of instruments was 

commanded by God as a part of the temple worship.  

1. If the OT temple worship, with its practices, was abolished or intended to be a shadow pointing to a 

greater substance in Christ, then we must look to Christ and the apostles for what to do now (Heb. 

8:4-6) 

2. The same Law system that had them offering the burnt offerings had them playing the instruments at 

the temple – the law system that has been fulfilled in Christ.  

3. Many practices from the Law of Moses were not meant to reach beyond the temple practices and 

worship (as the sacrifices and Levitical priesthood). Notice some examples:  

a. Heb. 7:12-14 – when the priesthood is changed, of necessity thee takes place a change of law 

also 

b. Heb. 8:4-6 – serve a copy, a shadow of the heavenly  

c. Heb. 9:8-10 – [washings, sacrifices] …imposed until a time of reformation  

d. Gal. 5:3-4 – those seeking to be justified by the law have fallen from grace.  

 

III. Another way to look at this, is that Christ did not take away the old law (abolish) but fulfilled it (Matt. 5:17)  

A. Here are a few examples of how Christ has fulfilled the Old Law:  

1. He fulfills the image of God perfectly (Heb. 1:3) 

2. He is the prophet like Moses (Acts 3) 

3. He is the lawgiver (JAS 2) 

4. He is the Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7; John 1:29) 

5. He is the High Priest (Heb. 5-8)  

B. It also extends beyond Jesus. His people fulfill specific aspects of what the Law represented. For example:  

1. We are the completion of the nation promise (1 Pet. 2:9)  

2. We are the fulfillments of the Levitical priesthood as a kingdom of priests (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1) 

3. We are, with Christ, the fulfillment of the temple (1 Cor. 3) 
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4. We are, with Christ, the fulfillment of the sacrifices (Heb. 12:1-2; Heb. 13).  

5. We are the fulfillment of the instruments of music – presenting ourselves as the spiritual sacrifices, as 

the instruments for praise, and offering up prayers as incense  (Eph. 5:19) 

C. What began in the temple is fulfilled in us and will find its ultimate completion before God in heaven.  

 

A Brief Look at History 

I. The unanimous voice through history was opposition to the use of instruments in worship:  

A. Pope Benedict admits, the early church used a ‘purely vocal style of singing; instrumental music did not 

appear in worship services until the late Middle ages when the church argued that it was not only to 

continue the practices of the synagogue, but also those of the temple.” 

1. It is suggested that instruments were added by 700’s to 1000’s A.D. The organ was the first 

instrument to appear.  

2. There was no general acceptance of it in the churches until the late 1200’s.  

B. John Wycliffe – “Wycliffe strongly encouraged the unaccompanied singing of psalms by the entire 

congregation (Price 85)  

C. John Hus – “Their ears are filled with the sound of bells, organs, and small bells, by frivolous singing which 

incites to dance rather than to piety” (Price 85) 

D. John Calvin (1509-1564) (Presbyterian): "Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be 

no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting up of lamps, and the restoration of the other 

shadows of the law. The papists, therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, as well as many other things, 

from the Jews. Men who are fond of outward pomp may delight in that noise; but the simplicity which God 

recommends to us by the apostle is far more pleasing to Him." (Calvin’s Commentary on the 33rd Psalm) 

E. John Wesley – “I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels provided they are neither HEARD 

nor SEEN” (Jenkins 65) 

F. Alexander Campbell – “To all spiritually minded Christians such aids would be as a cow-bell in a concert” 

(Jenkins 65) 

G. Charles Spurgeon – “What a degradation to supplant the intelligent song of the whole congregation by 

the theatrical prettiness of a quartet, the refined niceties of a choir, or the blowing of wind from inanimate 

bellows and pipes! We might as well pray by machinery as praise by it” (Jenkins 65)  

 

 

Good Questions to Ask:  

II. Give me the specific instructions for using instruments today:  

A. Under the OT there were specific instructions regarding the use of instruments in worship. The kind of 

instrument, who played it, when the played it. If one is going to argue their use under the NT, what 

instructions will we use for their use?  

1. Which instruments? How does one go from a harp, lyre, and timbrel to a guitar, piano and a bass? 

Are they the same? Does it matter?  
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2. Who will play the instruments? In the OT it was a special sect of Levites. Today we all are priests (1 

Pet. 2:9), all to offer our worship to God. According to that logic, shouldn’t we all use instruments 

(esp. in light of Col. 3:16).  

 

III. But God has given me a talent? Do all talents/abilities justify using them in corporate worship to God?  

 

IV. It’s for the Lord! How could God not like this?  

A. 1 Sam. 15:1-23 is a great case study of someone justifying his disobedience for a good reason.  

B. Samuel’s instruction/conclusion is “to obey is better than sacrifice” (v. 22)  

 

V. Show me where it’s wrong. No – you show me where it’s right. It’s not that I can show you it’s wrong. It’s 

that I cannot prove it’s right –  

A. Rom. 14:23 – if it is not of faith it is of sin – can I know for sure that God would be pleased with this 

(considering all the evidence we looked at)?  

 

VI. Am I justifying the use of instruments today because I want them, or because that is where the weight of 

evidence lies?  

 

VII. They used instruments in heaven?  

A. As one stated: Later on in Revelation times, saints and angels will be given harps to worship God (Rev 5:8, 

Rev 14:2, Rev 15:2).  How does it make sense for God to be ok with musical worship in the past and in the 

future, but for some reason, not in the present? 

B. Firstly – one it taking something from a figurative book to prove a literal principle. Is that the point of the 

passage? Are they literal harps – and literal bowls?  

C. Secondly – if (we can assume) there are literal harps in heaven, does that necessarily permit the use of 

instruments in our worship today?  

1. Matt. 22:29-30 – what is done on earth is not the same as what takes place in heaven.  

 

VIII. Does it really matter? Is this such a big deal?  

A. Who determines what’s a “big deal” or not? Isn’t that God? What may seem like nothing to us may be 

something to the Lord.  

B. Rather than thinking this is a “non-issue” – my reasoning ought to be to seek to please the Lord in 

everything (2 Cor. 5:9).  

 

IX. Consider all the positives of singing:  

A. Joined together as one voice; we all blend our words/voices in praise; everyone can sing; it is the 

expression of joy (Jas. 5:13); it teaches/encourages us; it is beautiful and inspiring.  

 


